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World Championships  
ISAF Regulation 18 

A submission from the  President  

PROPOSAL: 
Amend Regulation 18 as follows: 

“ 18.1 ISAF approval is required for any event that is described as a World 
Championship, uses the word “World” in the title of the event, or where any of the 
promoters, organizers or any other organizations officially connected with the event, 
represents or holds out in any way that the event is a World Championship or does the 
foregoing in such a way that the an event is reasonably perceived to be a World 
Championship. 

18.2 Each ISAF Class is automatically granted the right, subject to the notification 
requirements of Regulation 18.10, to hold one annual World Championship and 
therefore declare only one world champion each year.  Each world championship 
will be open to all sailors and not be specific to one category of the class (i.e. 
Youth, Masters, Women, etc.).  ISAF Olympic Classes that have a gender-specific 
Olympic event will be entitled to hold an annual world championship in that 
same category. 
Note: This right is and the rights under 18.3 and 18.3.1 are subject to compliance with 
Regulation 2.33. 

18.2.1 … 

18.3 In addition to the right granted by Regulation 18.2 above, an International 
Class may hold: 

(a) one Gender, Age or Discipline defined event (i.e. Youth, Team Racing, Match 
Racing), and 

(b) one Women’s World Championship (if the Class normally races in separate 
classes). 

18.3.1 In addition to the rights granted in Regulations 18.2 and 18.3 above, an 
International Windsurfing Class may hold a fourth World Championship as defined by 
the Class and approved by the ISAF. 

Note: to 18.3 and 18.3.1 - an International Class may be awarded the right to continue 
to hold an additional ‘World Championship’ (as detailed in 18.3 and 18.3.1) if it can 
maintain participation at each of the respective events of a minimum of eight nations 
(five for women) from two continents.  For the first year of holding such a ‘World 
Championship’ event, the Class shall be waived this participation requirement, if it can 
prove that a similar ‘International Event’ has previously been held in that 
discipline/class.  Classes shall apply to the ISAF to hold additional World 
Championships. 

Note: Regulation 26.4 requires classes granted provisional ISAF status to hold a World 
Championship before being granted ISAF status. “ 
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CURRENT POSITION: 
See above. 

REASON: 
The proliferation and lack of control of World and Continental Championships must be 
stopped, as the designation of World Champion must not be devalued.  A class must not 
declare a sub-division World Champion with designations such as Masters, Youth or Women.  
They can call the Class Masters Champion but the insertion of the word ‘World’ or 
‘Continental’ should not be allowed. 


